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COLUMBUS, THE
INDIANS, AND
HUMAN PROGRESS

Arawak men and women, naked, tawny, and full of wonder, emerged
from their villages onto the island’s beaches and swam out to get a closer
look at the strange big boat. When Columbus and his sailors came
ashore, carrying swords, speaking oddly, the Arawaks ran to greet them,
brought them food, water, gifts. He later wrote of this in his log:

They .. . brought us parrots and balls of cotton and spears and many other
things, which they exchanged for the glass beads and hawks’ bells. They
willingly traded everything they owned.... They were well-built, with
good bodies and handsome features. . . . They do not bear arms, and do not
know them, for I showed them a sword, they took it by the edge and cut
themselves out of ignorance. They have no iron. Their spears are made of
cane. . .. They would make fine servants. . . . With fifty men we could sub-
jugate them all and make them do whatever we want. .

These Arawaks of the Bahama Islands were much like Indians on the
mainland, who were remarkable (European observers were to say again
and again) for their hospitality, their belief in sharing. These traits did
not stand out in the Europe of the Renaissance, dominated as it was by
the religion of popes, the government of kings, the frenzy for money
that marked Western civilization and its first messenger to the Americas,
Christopher Columbus.
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_ ?w moop.um I arrived in the F&mm..ou the first Island which I found, I took

~+ some of the natives by force in order that they might learn and might give
. -meinformation of whatever there is in these parts, .

. The information that Columbus wanted most was: Where is the
- gold? He had persuaded the king and queen of Spain to finance an expe-
. dition to the lands, the wealth, he expected would bé on the other side of
- the Adantic—the -Indies and Asia, gold and spices. For, like other
*informed people of his time; he knew the world was.round and he could
: - sail west in order to get to the Far East. ‘

- Spain was recently unified, one of the new modern nation-states, like

- France, England, and Portugal, Its population, mostly poor peasants,
 worked for the nobility, who were 2 percent of the population and
;-owned 95 percent of the land. Spain- had tied itself to the Catholic
* Chiurch, expelled all the Jews, driven out the Moors. Like other states of
-:the modern world, Spain sought gold, which was becoming the new
- “mark of wealth, more useful than land because jt could buy anything.

.+ There was gold in Asia, it was thought, and certainly silks and spices,
-.fot“Marco-Polo and others had brought back marvelous things from
their overland expeditions centuries before. Now that the Turks had
. conguered: Constantinople and ‘the eastern Mediterranean, and con-

~trolled the land routes to Asia, a sea route was needed. Portuguese -
. sailors were working their way around: the southern tip of Africa. Spain

+decided to gamble on along sail across an unknown ocean,

~In’ return. for- bringing . back gold and spices, they promised
“Columbus . 10- percent of the profits, governorship over new-found
+lands, and the fame that would go with a new title: Adrmiral of the Ocean
- Sea.’He was a merchant’s clerk from the Ttalian city of Genoa; part-time
“weaveér(the son of a skilled ‘weaver), and expert sailor. He set out with
“three sailing ships, the largest of which was the Sznia Maria, perhaps
. 100 feet long, and thirty-nine crew members.
. Columibus would never have made it to Asia, which was thousands of

“miles farther away than he had calculated, imagining a smaller world.
‘He would-have been doomed by that great expanse of sea. But he was
lucky. One-fourth ‘of the way there he came upon - an' unknown,
suncharted land:that lay between Europe and Asia—the Americas, It was
early October 1492; and thirty-three days since he and his crew had left
the’ Canary Islands, off the Atlantic coast of Africs. Now they saw
branches and sticks floating in the water. They saw flocks of birds.

mwwﬁmm.émwa.mwwnm of land. Then, on October:12, a sailor called Rodrigo
saw the early morning moon shining on white sands; and cried out. It
“wds an island 1o the Bahamas, the Caribbean sea. The first man to sight
land was supposed to’ get a yearly pension of 10,000 Emwmﬁ&m.mow life,
but Rodrigo never got it. Columbus claimed he had seen a light the
‘evening before. He got the reward. o .
i+ So, approaching land, they were met by the Arawak Indians, ﬁ&c
‘swam out to greet them. The Arawaks lived in village communes, had a
‘developed agriculture of corn, yams, cassava. They could spin and
weave; but they had no horses or work animals. They had no iron, but
they wore tiny gold-ornaments in their ears. .
- "This was to have enormous consequences: it led Columbus to take
some of them aboard ship as prisoners because he insisted that they
-guide him to the source of the gold. He then sailed to what is now Cuba,
then to Hispaniola (the island which today consists of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic). There, bits of visible gold in the rivers, and a mo_n_
-~ mhask presented to Columbus by a local Indian chief, led to wild visions
~of gold fields. : o o . .
" On Hispaniols, out of timbers from the Santa Maria, which Wm.a run
. ._mmwnoabm“ Columbis built a fort, the first European military base E.érm
Western Hemisphere. He called it Navidad (Christmas) and left thitty-
nine crewmembers there, with instructions to find and store the mo.E.
He took more Indian prisoners and put them aboard his two remaining
ships. At one part of the island he got into a fight with Indians who
refused to trade as many bows and arrows as he and his men wanted.
Two were run through with swords and bled to death. Then the Nina
and the Pinta set sail for the Azores and Spain. When' the weather
turhed cold, the Indian prisoners began to die.

. Columbus’s report to the Court in Madrid was “extravagant. He
insisted he had reached Asia (it was Cuba) and an island off the coast of
China (Hispaniola). His descriptions were part fact, part fiction: -

Hispaniola is 2 miracle. Mountains and hills, plains and pastures, are both
fertile and beautiful ... the harbors are unbelievably good and there are
many wide rivers of which the majority contain gold. . .. There are many
“spices, and great mines of gold and other metals. . ..

The Indians, Columbus reported, “are so naive and so free with their
possessions that no one who has not witnessed them would believe it.
‘When you ask for something they have, they never say no. Ho the con-
trary, they offer to share with anyone. . . .” He concluded his report by



tl ;m_v ..m._oB.&mw. Majesties, and in retirn he would
“brin m:wﬁ frofn his next -voyage “as muchgold as they need... . and as

: @om ur T.ord; m?% SQOQ to ﬁromo s&o *.ozc.é mmm %»% over mwwmwgﬂ
E% ssibilities.” e :
Because of Oo_Edvﬂmm ommmmﬂ.mﬁnm H.amoﬁ mnm wHoH.Emam Fm mmnosa
mﬁum&ﬁo ‘Was: given ‘seventeen ships and more: than  twelve hundred
. The aim was clear: slaves and gold.: .H,rm% went from"island-to

islanid i the. DmE_u_ummu taking Indians as captives. But-as'word spread of

the’ kunowmmbm intent E&w found more"and: more. empty villages. On
H.Hm:u ﬁra% mocbm Emﬂ the mm:op.m _mmﬂ _um_E& at Foit Navidad rmm vmmb

~Now; fiota his vmmo on H.HEH Oo_savsm sent E%am:uou mmﬂmu ox_.um&-
tion into thre interior. They moﬁsa no-gold fields, but had to fill up the
L E_.Eum t0 ‘Spain with some kind of %Smo_.& In the'year 1495,
.._..vm% SWent b a- great slave raid, rounded up fifteen hundred Arawak
riefi; . women; and children; put them in’ pens ms»&& by Spaniards'and
dogs, then'picked the five hundred best specimens to load onto ships. Of
those five hundred, two Huiidred died en route: The rest arrived alive in
mme and’ were put up for- sale by the archdeacon of the town, who
reported” that, although' the-slaves were : “naked as thie day- they were
_uoH,Pu they showed “rio more embarrassment than animals.” Columbus
ater'wrote:-“Let ais!in: the name of: ﬁrm H.Hoa\ HW.HEQ mo on mmb&mm u:
the slaves that can:be'sold.” . .

- “Bat’ too many of the &mﬁm died in nm@ﬁﬁg ?E $0 OoEﬁgm_ des-
vﬂ.mn to”pay back dividénds:to those who had invested; had to make

good his promise to fill thie ships with'gold: In the province of Cicao on

Haiti; évmwm he dnd his men imagined huge: gold fields to exist, they
ordered all petsons fourteen:years or older to collect a certain quantity
of moE very: three months. When they brought it, they were given cop-
ser-tokei _Bbm. around ‘their hecks. Indians found gﬁroﬁ a copper
oken had their hands cut off and-bled to death, . -

Th E&mnm hiad “been -given -an: :.Euomago task. 136 oE% moE
irourd:was bits of dust- garnered from the streams. So _.,rm% mom ‘were
ébnom dowsr ﬁm_ momm EE were Fzmm

a mqun Bd%mau méo_.% roamom S&mﬂ the
%»Emam ook ?.Hmou,aum they hanged .them or vE&& them to death.
KB ; nr ?.msswmu mmdss suicides began; with cassava poison. Infants

| mian &mqm as they ‘ask.” He was full of religious talk: “Thas m.ﬁ eternal

re killed to 'save them from the Spaniards. In' two years, through
murder, n,EEmnoP or mEo&m rmﬁ 0m the Nmo 000.Indians on Haid
When it becameé clear wrm_” there wis no gold left, the’ Hn%mum were
aken as slave labor on huge estates, known later as encomiendas. They
rere worked-at a ferocious pace, and died by the thousands. By the year
5, there were' perhaps fifty thousand Indians left. By 1550, there
five hundred: A report of the year 1650 shows none Om the cEmE&
Arawaks or their descendanits left on the island.

The chief source—and, on many matters the only source—of infor-
mation about what happened on the islands after Columbus came is
artolomé de las Casas; who, as a young priest, participated in the con-
mﬁmmn of Cuba. For a time he owned a plantation on which Indian slaves
orked; but he gave that up and becdme a vehement critic of Spanish
Em_q Las Casas transcribed Columbus’s journal and, in his fifties,
egarn a ‘multivolume History of the Indies. In it, he describes the Indians.
hey are agile, he says, and can swim long distances, ‘especially the
women. They are not completely peaceful, because they do battle from
me to time with other tribes, but their casualties seem small, and they
mrﬁ when they are individually moved to do so because Om some
gtievance, not.on the'orders of captains or kings.

-+ Women -in' Indian- society were tréated so well as to startle, the
wvwbm.n&.m.ﬁmm Casas describes sex H.n_mmoa" : :

_. Marriage laws are non-existent: men and women alike choose their mates
#'and leave thém as they please, without offense, jealousy or anger. They mul-
-dply in great abundance; pregnant women work to the last minute and give
" birth almiost painlessly; up the next day, they bathe in the river and are as
.. clean and healthy 2s before giving birth. If they tire of their men, they give
themselves abortions with herbs that force stillbirths, covering their shame-
ol parts with leaves or cotton ¢loth; although on the whole, Indian men and

" women look upon total nakedness with as Banr casualness as we look upon
" a man’s head or at his hands. :

- The Indians, Las Casas mm%m have no H.mrm._oP at least no temples.
,H,_.E% w:.d in

large noEmEumH bell- m?%ma buildings, Vodem up. to 600 people at one
*tme .. . hade-of very strong wood and roofed with palm leaves. . .. They
prize bird feathers of various colots, beads made of fishbones, and green and
white stones with which they adorn their ears and lips, but they put no value



. gold: mbm otlier. precious things. They: lack all manner of nonﬂﬁmmnm nei-
ther’ buying nor. mo:_nmu ‘and rely. mMnEﬂqu on their- E—ERH environment
or. H»Enmmm:nn .H.rmw are extremely generous with their- possessions.and by

e sa token. covet the. @o%omﬁo:m of %m:. friends. m:.m Q%mnﬁ nrm same
¢gree.of _&Q.mw_.% SRR :

ook Two of gm mﬁoﬁ e,. n.@m ?&N&w Hbm Ommmm ?&o at mﬂ.mﬂ E.mmm
replacing Indians by black slaves, thinking they were stronger,and would
vive, but: Hmﬁmu relented. when he saw. the effects-on blacks). ﬂnzm about
treatment of the Indians by.the mﬁmb_m_dm Itisa Emmzm account and
deserves to be. .quoted at _mbmﬁr

. vnoqm nrm SHE and m»ﬂmn 85@353_” Om .&a
natives. . .: But our work was to-exasperate, ravage, kill, mangle and destroy;
E»H %onmmb ﬂrmb if they tried to. kill one of us now and then. ... The
n_E:m_ it-is true,;was blind-as those who came-after EE, and he was so'anx-

__osm fo. m_mmmm thie Hﬁum Eﬁ ro nou.E.EHmm irreparable crimes mmEumﬁ the
F&mﬂm : .

Endless mmﬁﬁoamm K

a Ommuw tells roé ﬂ_.a mmemwmm maaé more. noﬂnﬁﬁnm 9@.% mmu\s
-and after'a while refused to walk -any distance. They “rode the backs of
Indians if ﬁrow werein a ?E.Q or-were.carried on hammocks by Indians
. ,“H.E_Ebm in relays. “In this.case they also had Indians carty _E.mo _mmﬁmm to
 shade: them from the sun and others to fan them with goose wings.”
LTl control led to tota} cruelty, The Spaniards “thought boﬁrEm of
. F..;mmm Indians by tens and twenties and of cutting slices off them to test
" the mrm%mmmm of ‘their blades.” Las. Casas tells how “two of these so-
called:Christians met two. Indian boys one day, each. nﬁ&:bm a _wmz.oﬂ
“._ﬁr@w took the parrots and for fun beheaded the boys.”

<+ The Indians’. attempts to defend themselves m:_ma bbm ﬁ&ms ﬂr.muw
“tan off into the hills they were found and killed. ‘So, Las Casas reports,
they suffered .and. died in. the mines and other labors in despetate

wﬁoﬁmnm not 4 soul in the world to-whom: they could turn for
.rm_m mm awmnnrmm their. SE.W in m:o tnines:’

“..m__ms

BoEJ.BBm are mn.%w& mBB nov to _uonoE and voﬁoa to 8@ a thou-
sand-times; they dig, split rocks, tnove stones, and carry dirt on their backs
to.wash-it inthe rivers, while .&Omm who wash gold stay in the water all the
time: with their _umanm bent so.constantly it breaks them; and when water

es ¢ mines the: most mamcﬂm task.of all is fo.dry.the mines by scoop-
ng d@ ﬁmbm?_

After-each six or eight months” workin the mines, ‘which was the
tiime: Hm@Ean of mmnr crew to &m mbOﬁmr mo_m for Bm_nbmu ﬁu to a third
of theimen died: -~ - w
“While: the’ men’ were sént Emb% Ebmm away to-the mines, the wives
rertiained:to work the soil; forced into the mxnwdo._muzm _ov of digging
E.R_ Bm_mam Hwocmmbmm of hills for cassava plants.

.H,rdw .?.Hmw.mnam ‘and s%wm..m. were. together only once every eight or ten
months and when they mét they were so exhausted and depressed on both
sides : ;. they ceased to procreate. As for the newly born, they died early
N.,_umn»ﬁmm.,.ﬂwmn ‘mathers, overworked and famished, had no milk to murse
+-them, and for this reason, while I was in Cuba, 7000 children died in three
- ‘mofiths: Some mothers even  drowned < their babies from - sheer
. Qmm@mgﬁou . Ty this way, husbands died ini the mines, wives died dt swou._r
And children. &am frori lack of milk . msm in a short time this land which
¢ “3as 5o great, 5o powerful and mQ.Em .. was.depopulated. . . . My eyes have
= seenthese acts so foreigh-to human natare; and now I tremble as Iwrite. .

: When he arrived on Hispaniola in 1508, Las Casas says, “there were

- 60,000 people living on this island, including the Indians; so that from

© 1494 to°1508, over-three million people had perished from-war, ¢lavery,

and the mines, Who in future generations will believe this? I myself

 writing it a§ a knowlédgeable eyewitness can hardly believe it. .

" Thus began the history, five hundred years ago; of theé Eutopean
invasion of ‘the Indian settements in' the Americas; That: beginning,
when you read Las Casas—even if his figures are exaggerations (were
there 3 million Indians to begin with, as he says, or less than a million, as
some historians have calculated, or 8§ million as others now rmmﬁﬁuv;iwm
conquest; slavery, death. When we read the history books given to chil-
dren'in the United States; it all starts with heroic adventure—there is no
bloodshed-—and Columbus Day is a celebration.

" Past'the elémentary and high schools; there are only occasional hints
-of something else. Samuel Eliot Morison, the Harvard historian, wis the
most distinguished writer ‘on Columbus, the author of a multivolume
biography, 4nd was himself a sailor who retraced Columbus’s route
across the Adantic. In his popular book Christopher Columbus, Mariner,
written in 1954, He ‘tells about the enslavement and the killing: “The
cruel - policy “initiated by 'Columbus mna pursued _&N his successors
resulted in complete genacide.”
That is on‘onepage, buried rm_?s% into wrm ._“w_rbm ofa m_.mnm romance.
In the book’ last paragraph, Morison sums up his view of Oo_ﬁ,bgm.




faitlts and Ew“mmm.omﬁ. Uﬁfﬁm@#ﬁo#wﬂmq the defects’of the
t'riiade hir: wﬂwmeEm indomitable-will, his superh. faith in God
his: S&_mﬁwwmoumam the Christ-bearer to lands ‘beyond .&n.. seas; his
sborn;persistetice - déspite neglect, . poverty and.: discouragement. But
here was no flaw,:no: dark side to the most: outstanding and essential of all
'his qualities—his seamanship. - 5. ERRR

Orie’cati Jig: outright. about the past:: Or one-can -omit facts which
~ might:lea unacceptableconclusions: Morison -does neither: He
" refugés to lie about Columbus. He does not omit the story of mass mur-
“rderyin ..mmm&m..@mmoﬂ_u.omF&E the harshest word one can use: genocide.
ut he does, something else—he mentions the truth quickly and goes

-on to other things more important to him., Outright lying or guiet omis-
-sion take the risk:of discovery which, when. made; might arouse the
adet: to rebel against-the writer: To state the facts, howeyer; and then
to.bury thém in:a mass of other information is ta say to the reader with a
rtai “.memmocmw,,n&wﬁn.u\mmﬁ.Emmm,..Bﬁmow took place; but it’s ot that
nportant—it should weigh very littde in our final judgments; it should

ttle what we do in the world... R Co
notthat the historian’can:avoid- emphasis of some:facts and niot
of othefs. This is-as hatiral to-hiti as to the mapmaker, who; in order to
“prodiice a usable drawing. for practical purposes, must first-flatten ‘and
“distott the shape of the earth, then choose out of the bewildering nass
of geographic information those things necded for the purpose of this or
that particular-maps, - - A
My rgument cannot be against selection; simplification, emphasis,
which are inevitable:for both’ cartographers arid historians. But the map-
aker’s.distortion is a: technical necessity for a common purpose shared

technical; itisideologicaly.it is released into a world of contending inter-
-ests, where any clioser emphasis‘supports (whethér the historian means
£0 of not) some kind of interest, whether ecoromic or'political -or racial
or: national or sexual: R AT TIPS N

Furtherimore; this ideclogical interest is not openly expressed in the
way a mapmaker’s technical interest is obvious (“This is 4 Mercator pro-
jec or: long-range navigation-—for short-range; youw'd better use 1
-projection”): Neo; it:is: presented.as if all readérs of history had a.

comimo terest which historians serve to the best of their ability. This is

ntional deception; the histotian has been trained in a society in

ditcation-and knowledge are put forward as techinical problems of
e.and notas-tools for conitending social classes, races, nations.

people who need. maps. ‘The historian’s distortion is more. than

-+ To.emphasize the heroism-of Oo_;ﬁvum_mbm_ his successors as nm&mmm;
torsand discoverers, and to deemphasize their genocide, is nota Rog_-
cal necessity but an-ideological choice. Tt serves—-unwittingly—to justify
what wasdone: i <o 0 o a0

"My point.is not'that we must, in telling history, accuse, judge, con-

‘demn Columbus in-gbsentia. Tt is too late for that; it would be 2 useless

.mnrow.i%.nwmn.&m@ in morality. But the easy acceptance of .mﬁ.ﬂn.ﬁmm asa
deplorable: but: necessary price to pay for progress' (Hiroshima and
Vietham, to save Western civilization; Kronstadt and E:bmwdm to save
socialism; nuclear proliferation, to save us all}—that is still with us. One

‘reason these atrocities are-still with' us is that we have learned to bury

themin ‘a mass: of other facts, as radioactive wastes are buried in con-
tainers it the earth. We havelearned to give them exactly the same pro-
portion ‘of ‘attentiort” that teachers and writers often give them in the

‘most respectable of classrooms and textbooks. This learned sense of

moral proportion, coming from the apparent oE.mnn._&J.\, om the movo_m.h
is 'accepted ‘more’ easily’ than ‘when it comes from politicians at press
conferences. It is therefore more deadly. . EE R
*“The ‘ treatmerit . of  heroes (Columbus)  and their victims ?ro
Arawaks)-—the quiet acceptance of conquest and EEdoH” in ﬂrm.bmam. of
progress-~is-only one aspect of a certain approach to history, in which
the past is told: from the-point of view of governments, conquerors,
diplomats; leaders. It is as if they, like Columbus, deserve db.?mwmm_
acceptance, “as .if ‘they—the Founding- Fathers, Jackson, Lincoln,
Wilson, Roosevelt, Kennedy, the leading members of Oozm,._dmmv_._&.m
famous Justices of  the Supreme. Court—represent the nation as a
whole. The pretense is'that there really is such a thing as “the United
States,” subject to -occasional conflicts and quarrels, but fundamentally

"a community.of people with-common interests. It is as if there really is

a““national interest” represented-in the Constitution, in ﬁnﬁ#oi&
o.ﬁu..wdmmoP.E the laws passed by Congress, the decisions of the courts,
the development of capitalism, the culture of eéducation and the mass
media, .. . B

. “History is:the memory of states,” wrote Henry Kissinger in his first
book, A World Restored, in which he proceeded to tell the history om. nine-
teenth-century Europe from-the viewpoint of the leaders owbﬂmﬂm.mb,ﬁ
England; ignoring* the ‘millions “who suffered from those statesmen’s
policies: From his standpoint, the “peace” that Europe had before the
French - Revolution -was “restored” by the diplomacy of a few national
_owmmum._. But for factory workers'in England, farmers in France, no._oH.mm
people in Asia and Africa, women and children everywhere except in the




upper classes, it? {was a world of conquest, violence, EEmﬁ.u exploita-
tion—a worldhot restored but disintegrated.

‘My viewpoint, in telling the history of the United States, is different:
that we must not accept the memory of states as our own. Nations are
not communities and never have been. The history of any country, pre-
sented-.as the history of a family, conceals fierce conflicts of interest
(sometimes exploding, most often repressed) between conquerors and
conquered, masters and slaves, capitalists and workers, dominators and
dominated in race and sex. And in such a world of conflict, 2 world of

victims and executioners; it is the job of thinking people, as Albert

Camus suggested, notto be on the side of the execitioners,

Thus, in that inevitable taking of sides which comes from selection
and-emphasis in history, I prefer to try to tell the story of the discovery
~of America from the viewpoint of the Arawaks, of the Constitution from
the standpoint of the slaves, of Andrew Jackson as seen by the
‘Cherokees, of. the' Civil War as seen by the New York Trish, of the
Mexican war as seen by the deserting soldiers of Scott’s army, of the rise
of industrialism as seen by the young women in the Lowell textile mills,
of the Spanish-American war as seen by the Cubans, the conquest of the
Philippines-as seen by black soldiers on Luzon, the Gilded Age as seen
by southern farmers, the First World War as seen by socialists, the
Second World War as seen by pacifists, the New Deal as seen U% blacks
in:Harlem, the postwar American empire as seen by peons in Latin
America. And so on, to the limited extent that any one person, however
he or she strains, can “see” history from the standpoint of others.

My point is not to grieve for the victims and denounce the execn- -

tioners. Those tears, that anger, cast into the past, deplete our moral
energy for the present. And the lines are not always clear. In the long
run, the oppressor is also a victim. In the short run (and so far, human
history has consisted only of short runs), the victims, themselves ma%ﬂf
ate and tainted with the culture that oppresses them, turn on other vic-
tims.

”mm:_.snamnmnmm&wm the complexities, this book will be mw%mom_ of
governments . and their attempts, through politics . and culture, to

ensnare ordinary people in a giant web of nationhood pretending to a -

common interest. I will try not to overlook the cruelties that victims
inflict on one another as they are jammed together in the boxcars of the
system. T.don’t want to romanticize them. But I do remember (in rough

paraphrase) a statement I once read: “The cry of the poor is not m_émﬁ ,

just, but if you don’t listen to it, you will never know what justice is.’
I'don’t want to invent victories for people’s movements. But to think

thiat Emﬂoa?éimsm must aim simply to recapitulate the failures that
~dominate the past is to make historians collaborators in an endless cycle
f defeat. If history is to be creative, to anticipate a possible future with-
ot denying the past, it should, I believe, emphasize new possibilities by
“disclosing those hidden episodes of the past when, even if in brief
flashes, people showed their ability to resist, to join together, occasion-
-ally to win. T am supposing, or perhaps only hoping, that our future may
“be found in the past’s fugitive moments of compassion rather than in its
“solid centuries of warfare.

* That, being as blunt as I can, is my approach to the history of the
- United States. The reader may as well know that before going on.

What Columbus did to the Arawaks of the Bahamas, Cortés did to the
- Aztecs of Mexico, Pizarro to the Incas of Peru, and the English settlers
- 6f Virginia and Massachusetts to the Powhatans and the Pequots.
. The Aztec civilization of Mexico came out of the heritage of Mayan,
Zapotec, and Toltec cultures. It built enormous constructions from
- stone tools and human labor, developed 2 writing system and a priest-
‘hood. It also engaged in (let us not overlook this) the ritual killing of
-thousands of people as sacrifices to the gods. The cruelty of the Aztecs,
“however, did not erase a certain innocence, and when a Spanish armada
“appeared at Vera Cruz, and a bearded white man came ashore, with
- strange beasts (horses), clad in iron, it was thought that he was the leg-
~endary Aztec man-god who had died three hundred years before, with
the promise to return—the mysterious Quetzalcoatl. And so they wel-
comed him, with munificent hospitality.
. That was Hernando Cortés, come from Spain with an expedition
“financed by merchants and landowners and blessed by the deputies of God,
~with one obsessive goal: to find gold. In the mind of Montezuma, the king
- of the Aztecs, there must have been a certain doubt about whether Cortés
“was indeed Quetzalcoat], because he sent a hundred runners to Cortés,
_bearing enormous treasures, gold and silver wrought into objects of fantas-
_tic beauty, but at the same time begging him to go back. (The painter
- Diirer a few years later described what he saw just arrived in Spain from
" that expedition—a sun of gold, a moon of silver, worth a fortune.)
. Cortés then began his march of death from town to town, using
deception, turning Aztec against Aztec, killing with the kind of deliber-
dteness that accompanies a strategy—to paralyze the will of the popula-
tion by a sudden frightful deed. And so, in Choluly, he invited the head-
“meén of the Cholula nation to the square. And when they came, with
thousands of unarmed retainers, Cortés’s small army of mvmamam



oufid Em.w.,m“mamwﬂﬁ% cannon, armed with crossbows; mounted
es; massacred them, down to the last- man. Then:they looted the
d-moved-on:.When their cavalcade of murder was over they were

i Mexie _Mﬁ__,gonnwmﬁﬂm_,_émm dead, and the Aztec ¢ivilization, shat-
o tered, wasin-the hanids of the Spaniards, = . - ., - o
: All this is told in the Spaniacds’ own accounts. . .
E._H..m._..ﬁ...&wﬁcmumﬂ Spanish conquistador Pizatro; used the same tac-
- tes; and for the same reasons—the frenzy in the early eapitalist states of
- Burope for gold; for slaves, for products of the soil, to pay the bond-
" holders;and stockholders of the expeditions, to finance the monarchical
: bureaucracies rising-in Western Europe, to:spur the growth of the new
- money econdmy rising ot of feudalism, to participate in what Karl
- “Matx:would later call “the primitive ‘accumulation of capital:” These
- wete the violent beginnings of an intricate system of technology, busi-
ess; politics; and- culture that would dominate the world for the next

Cturies. v s .
‘the North American English colonies, the pattern was set early, as
lumbus hiad set it in the islands of the Bahamas. In 1585 ,-before there
- ‘was any-permanent English settlement in- Virginia,  Richard . Grenville
- landed there with seven ships. The Indians he met were hospitable, but
- whén one of them stole a small silver cup, Grenville sacked ard burned
- thewholeTndianvillage. - .~~~ . . . |
i Jamestown itself was.set up inside the territory of an Indian confed-
eracy, led by the chief, Powhatan. Powhatan watched the English settle
~on his people’s-land, but did not attack, maintaining a posture of cool-
ness. Wheti the English were going through their “starving time” in the.
~winter.of 1610, some of them ran off to join the. Indians, where they
“woiildat. least be fed. When ‘the summer came, the: governor. of the
- colony: 'sent 4 messenger: to ‘ask- Powhatan to ‘return- the ‘runaways,
.._,$Wo.n.mnMOU”‘wo.%wmnwuw according to the English account; replied with
““hoe other than prowde and: disdaynefull Answers.” Some soldiers were
therefore sent out “to take Revendge.” They fell upon an Indian settle-
‘ment; killed fifteen or sixteen Indians, burned the houses, cut down the
‘eorn -growing around the village, took the queen- of the tribe and her
- children ‘into.boats, then ended up throwing ‘the children overboard
- “and shoteinge owtt-their Braynes in the water.”. The queen was later

taken'off and'stabbed to death. - | ,

- Tivelve years latet, the Indians, alarmed as the English setdlements

Wmmﬂmnoﬁum in-niumbers, apparently decided to try to-wipe them out for
‘good: ‘They went on 2 rampage -and massacred 347 ‘men, women, and
children. From then ot it was total war.

ot uEm,.ﬂo enslave the Indians, and not able to live with them, the
inglish decided to exterminate them. Edmund Morgan writes, in his
story of early Virginia, American Slavery, American Freedom:

Since the Indians were better woodsmen than the English and virtually
W.H.@o%wzm..no track down, the method was to feign peaceful intentions, let
them settle down and plant their corn wherever they chose, and then, just
before hatvest, fall upon them, killing as many as possible and burning the
corn. . . . Within two or three years of the massacre the English had avenged
the deaths of that day many times over. -

In that first year of the white man in Virginia, 1607, Powhatan had
ddressed a plea to John Smith that turned out prophetic. How authen-
¢itds may be in doubt, but it is so much like so many Indian statements
ﬁr”mm..# may be taken as, if not the rough letter of that first plea, the exact
pirit of it: . .

I have seen two generations of my people die. ... I know the difference
-~ between peace and war better than any man in my country. [ am now grown
old, and must die soon; my authority must descend to my brothers,
:Opitchapan; Opechancanough and Catatough—then to my two sisters, and
then to my two daughters. I wish them to know as much as I do, and that
“:your love to them may be like mine to you. Why will you take by force what
‘you may have quietly by love? Why will you destroy us who supply you with
food? What can you get by war? We can hide our provisions and run into
the woods; then you will starve for wronging your friends. Why are you
ealous-of us? We are unarmed, and willing to give you what you ask, if you
“come in a friendly manner, and not so simple as not to know that it is much
“better to eat good meat, sleep comifortably, live quietly with my wives and
“children, laugh and be merry with the English, and trade for their copper
dnd hatchets, than to run away from them, and to lie cold in the woods, feed
_on.acorns, roots and such trash, and be so htinted that I can neither eat nor
~sleep. In these wars, my men must sit up watching, and if a twig break, they
“all cry out “Here comes Captain Smith!” So I must end my miserable life.
“"Take away your guns and swords, the cause of all our jealousy, or you may all
“die in the same manner.

When the Pilgrims came to New England they too were coming not
vacant land but to territory inhabited by tribes of Indians. The gover-
or of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, John Winthrop, created the
xcuse to take Indian land by declaring the area legally a “vacuum.” The




1uans, ne said, had not “subdued” the land, and therefore had only a-

.,.mnmgw,mﬁmm:o,#,_umﬁwoﬁu..e.é right.” A “natural right” did not
- havelegal'standing. © .. - : ,
.. The Puritans also appealed to the Bible, Psalms 2:8: “Ask of me, and
I shall give thee, the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts.of the earth for thy possession.” And to justify their use of force to
take the land, they cited Romans 13:2; “Whosoever therefore resisteth
the. power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they ‘that resist shall
receive to themselves damnation.” : .
~‘The Puritans lived in uneasy ‘truce with the Pequot Indians, who

occupied what is now southern Connecticut and Rhode Island. But they
wanted them out of the way, they wanted their land. And they seemed to
wantalso to establish their rule firmly over Connecticut settlers in that
area; The. murder of a SES.ﬁmmmﬁ.bﬂ&mu-ﬁmﬁwmw and troublemaker
became an excuse to make war on the Pequots in 1636. :

.- A punitive expedition left Boston to attack the Narragansett Indians
~on. Block Tsland, who were lumped with the Pequots. As Governor

%Enrmow.goﬁ..; .

: Hmm%&mm commission to put to death the men of Block Island, but to spare

the women. and children, and to bring them away, and to take possession of )

the island; and"from thence to g0 to the Pequods to demand the murderers

‘of Captain Stone and other English, and one thousand fathorm of warnpom

for dartiages, etc..and some -of their children as hostages, which if they
- should refuse, they were to. obtain it by force. .

. ‘The-English landed and killed some Indians, but the rest hid in the
thick forests of the island and the English went from one deserted vil-
lage.to the next, destroying crops. Then they sailed back to the main-
_mbm._msmam&&“wm@;oﬂ.ﬁ.zmm.mm_p_oum the coast, destroying crops again.
One of the officers of that expedition, in his account, gives some insight
into-the Pequots they encountered: “The Indians spying of us came run-
ning . in - multitudes along- the. water side, crying, What cheer,

‘Englishmen; what cheer, whit do you come for? They not thinking we
-intended war, went on cheerfully. ...” . - S

© +So, the war with the Pequots began. Massacres took place on both
sides.. The English developed 2 tactic of warfare used carlier by Cortés
and later;:in the twentieth century, even more systematically: deliberate’
attacks on: noncombatants Afor the purpose of terrorizing the enemy.
Thisds‘ethnohistorian Francis Jennings’ interpretation of Captain John
‘Masonsattack on.a Pequot village on the Mystic River near Long Island

-

Sound: “Mason proposed: to avoid mﬁm&mﬁm Pequot warriors, which
would have overtaxed his unseasoned, unreliable troops. Battle, as .mnnm“
was not his purpose. Battle is only one of the ways to n_o.mﬁc% an enemy’s
will to fight. Massacre can accomplish the same .msa sﬁr _omm risk, an
Mason had determined that massacre would be his O..Emnﬂﬁ. ,

So the English set fire to the wigwams of the village. m.% %QH. own
account: “The Omwﬂmmb also said, We must wﬁg.ﬂ,roEw mpm _Baam&.mﬁo_.%
stepping into the Wigwam . . . brought out a Fire Brand, and putting _um
into the Matts with which they were covered, set-the dﬁméma.m on Fire,
‘William Bradford, in his' History of the Plymouth Plantation written at the

 time, describes John Mason’s raid on the Pequot village:

" Those that scaped the fire were slaine with the sword; some w.ména to
peeces, others rune throw with their rapiers, so as they were quickly dis-
patchte, and very few escaped. It was conceived they thus mﬂﬂ.oﬁm about
400 at this time. It was a fearful sight to see them thus frying in ﬁro. fyer, and
the streams of blood quenching the same, and horrible was the stincke and
sente there of, but the victory seemed a sweete sacrifice, and they gave the
prayers thereof to God, who had wrought so wonderfully for ﬂ_ﬁmr thus to
‘inclose their enemise in their hands, and give them so speedy a victory over

* “'so proud and insulting an enimie.

As Dr. ﬂ.o#oa.w Mather, Puritan theologian, put it: “Tt was supposed

that no less than 600 Pequot souls were brought down to hell that day.”

* The war continued. Indian tribes wére used against OSo.mbo%mh .mﬂm
never seemed able to join together in fighting the English. Jennings
sums up:

* . The terror was very real among the Indians, but in time they came to medi-
tate upon its foundations. They drew three lessons from the Pequot War:
(1) that the Englishmen’s most solemn pledge So&n_. be broken whenever
obligation conflicted with advantage; (2) that the English 43\ of war had no
limit of scruple or mercy; and (3) that weapons of Indian making were
almost useless against weapons of European manufactare. These lessons the
Indians took to heart.

V,moogo.ﬁm in Virgil Vogel’s book This Land Was Ours QouNM says:
~“The official figure on the number of Pequots now in Connecticut is

twenty-one persons.” o . o .
“F MM.Q years after the Pequot War, Puritans and Indians fought again.

- This time it was the Wampanoags, occupying the south shore of



- Massdchusetts B4t who were iti'the way and also beginning to'trade some
il > people outside the Massachusetts Bay: Colony: Their chief,
5545 as déad. His son Wamsutta had been Lilled by Englishmen,
and Wamsutta’s brother Metacont (later to be-called King Philip by the
nglish) became chief. The English:fousid their éxcuse; a murder which
ey attributed to:Metacom, and they began a war of condjuest against the
Nampanoags, 4 war to take their land: They were clearly the aggressors,
- ‘but:claimed: they: attacked for preventive purposes. As Roger Williams,
““more friendly to the Tridians that most; putit: “All'men of conscience or
- prudence ply to windward, o maintain their wars to be defensive.” -
7 Jennings says the elite: of the Puritans wanted the ‘war; the ordinary
* white Englishmandid niot’ want it and often refused to fight. The
- Indians certainly did not want.wat, but they matched atrocity with atroc-
ity When it -was over, in'1676; the English had won, but their resources
were driined; they had lost six. hundred men, Three thousand. Indians
were dead; including Metacom himself. Yet the Tndian raids did not

For.a while; the: English tried softer tactics. ‘But. ultimately, it was
“back to-annihilation.. The Indian population of 10 million that lived
north ”omgmﬂno._g&.nn.ho_g_uﬁ. cime. would ultimately be reduced to
less than'a'million.. Huge numbers. of Indians would die from diseases
introduced by the whites: A Dutch traveler in New Netherland wrote in
1656 that“thé Indiang: < ... affirm; ‘that before: the arrival of the
- Christians, and before the: smallpox broke cut amongst them, they were
‘ten times as numerous as‘they now are, and that their population had
- been.melted down by this disease; whereof nine-tenths of them ‘have:
died?” When the English. first settled Martha’s Vineyard in 1642, the
.gwavuﬁo.mmwEmwm..nﬁﬁwmwmm.vmurmvm three thousand. There were no
-wars on-that island, but by 1764, only 313 Indians were left there.
~Similarly; Block: Island: Indians numbered perhaps- 1;200 to 1,500 in
1662; and by 1774 were rediiced to fifty-one. . . -

‘i Behind the English: invagion of North' America; behind their mas-
sacre of Indians, their deception, their brutality; was that special power-
“ful drivé born in civilizations based on private property. It was a morally
“ambigiious-drive; the need for space, for land, was a real human need.
But in conditions ‘of 'scarcity; in a barbarous epoch’ of history ruled by
‘competition; this hiiman- need ~was trafisformed-into ‘the murder of
“whole peoples. Roger Williams said it was - - ST

deprayved n@ﬁoﬂﬂommﬁn%m great vanities, dreams and shadows of this van-
ishing life, greatportions of land, fandin this wilderness, as if men were in
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mm ‘great necessity and danger for want of great portions of land, as poor,
hungry; thirsty seamen have, after a sick and stormy, a long and starving pas-
sage. This is one of the gods of New England, which the living and most
high Eternal will destroy and famish. - .- Sl

“Was all this bloodshed and deceit—from Columbus to Cortés,
zarro, the Puritans—a necessity for the human race to progress from
avagery to-civilization?- Was. Morison right in burying the story of
enocide inside @' more important story. of human progress? Perhaps a
persuasive argument can be made—as it:was made by Stalin when he
illed peasants forindustrial progtess in the Soviet Union, as it was
ade by. Churchill explaining the bombings of Dresden and Hamburg,
nd-Truman: explaining Hiroshima, But how can the judgment be made
t the benefits.and losses cannot be balanced because the losses are either
rimentoned or mentioned quickly? - -

Thit quick:disposal might be acceptable (“Unfortunate, yes, but it

advanced” countries. But is it acceptable to'the poor of Asia, Aftica,
tin-Amierica; of to the prisoners in Soviet labor éamps, or the blacks in
tirban ghettos; or the Indians on reservations—to the victims of that
progress. which benefits 4 privileged minority in the world? Was it
ceeptable. (or “just -inescapable?) -to- the miners and railroaders of
Amefica, thefactory-hands, the men and women who:died by the hun-
dreds of thousands from accidents or sickness, where they worked or
here. they :lived-—casualties of progress? And even the privileged
‘minority—=must it not reconsider, with that practicality. which even priv-
ilege:cannot. abolish, the value of its: privileges, when they become
threatened by the anger of the sacrificed, whether in organized rebel-
on, unorganized riot, or simply those brutal individual acts of despera-
on labeled crimes by lawand the state? - .
- If there are necessary sacrifices.to be made for human progress, is it
not-essential to. hold to the principle  that those to be sacrificed must
miake the' decision themselves? We can all decide to give up something
of ours, but do we have the right to throw into the pyre the children of
thers, or even.our own children, for a progress which is not nearly as
lear of present as sickness or health, life or death?
“'What did people in Spain get out of all that death and brutality vis-
ited on the Indians of the Americas? For 4 brief period in history; there

Koning sums it up in his book Columbus: His Enterprise:

d-to be done”) to the middle and upper-classes of the conquering and

was the gloty of a Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere. As Hans




Spanish’people: Enrﬂ. Ha mmqm -their _anmm an edge in the balance of power for a
g, ow»wnm to hite'more mercenary “soldiers for their wars. They enided up
losing omm wars »bwém& and all that was left was a mmp&% inflation; a m.nmwﬁsm
»noP nrm nnr norop &5 _uoo_. mooumw, E& a EEan_ @m»mwﬁ n_mmm

_w@osm mm Emﬂ roé certain are we ﬁwmn s&»ﬂ was mmmn.o%w& was Bmma
- rior?Who were these¢ people who came out on the beach and swim to
= ‘présents to" Columbiis’ and  his: crew, ‘who watched Cortés and
* ! Pizarro ride ﬁrﬂodumw their countryside, who peered out of the mou.nm.nm at
-~ the: mnﬁ white settlers'of Virginia and Massachusetts?
o himbus called thém Indiahs, because he miscalculated Hrm size om
~the earth. Tn this _uoow we too- call them: Indians, with-some H.o_dnmmnom,
- because: it rﬁ%gm too often that wmoEm are mmm&mm dﬁﬁw namies m:%b
eir nObepmHon .
i yet, there is some reason to-call ,&oﬁ F&mum, _umnmamm %m% &ﬁ_
. perhaps 25,000 years ago, from Asia, across the land bridge of the
‘Be ing: Straits (later. to. disappear under water) to Alaska: Then they

‘moved southward, seeking warmth and land, in a trek lasting thousands

of’ years: that took ‘them into North America, then Centwal and South
America; In Nicaragua, Brazil, and Ecuador their petrified footprints
“can still be seen, &owm with the print of bison, who disappeared about

five ‘thousand uﬂmma mm.o, 50 ﬁrm% must E:H nmmnﬁmm mosnw ?ﬁmﬁnm at

“least that far back. - :
. g&&% &mwﬁmmm over ﬂrm m.nmmﬁ _mbm mass Om nrm ?cmnnmm ﬁrm%
bE.Drnwma m@wuou:ﬁmﬂmq 75 'million . people by the time Oorﬁm‘cam
came;, L.Uomr»wm 25 million in North-America. Resporiding to the different

~ environments ‘of soil'and climite, they developed hundreds of different

tribal n&nE..mm, perhaps two- thousand different langnages. Hrm% per-
. fected the art of agriculture, and figured out how to grow maize (corn),

- which cannot grow by itself and must be planted;-cultivated, fertilized,
" harvested, husked, shelled. They inigeniously ‘developed 2 variety of
oﬁrﬂ. <nm.wﬂmEmm and m.EG as well as- vaEﬂm msg orooo_mnm and normnno

Ob mgah. own, the Hb&mbm were mbmmmon_ in &m mnmun umﬂoEnE.& rev-
Emﬂ oﬁroﬂ wmoEmm in »@P ME.OHUP bb._nm were mo:_m mﬁcﬁmv

<S:_o ‘many’ ‘of the tribes HmEmEom_ Donuw&n ?Eﬁmnm E.& food gath-
erers in-wandering, mmmrﬂmnmm communes, others began to live in' more
.moﬁ& ‘communities where- there was more-food, larger populations,
more divisions of labor among men and women, more surplus to feed

or: m: th mcE mba E?Q. stoler and mr%u& to mme did not- make the

e

bn_ ?,anm more. leisure time for artistic and social work, for
houses. About'a thousand years before Christ, while compara-
ol¢ constructions were going on in Egypt and Mesopotamia, the Zusi
opi-Indians of what:is now New Mexico had begun to build vil-
ages' consisting of large. terraced WEEEMm_ nestled in among cliffs and
ntains for protection from enemies, with hundreds of rooms in each
efore the arrival of the Mﬁmcvams mﬁu_ohmﬂmv they were using
ation’canals, %BP were: moEm cerarics,- Smmﬁbm baskets, E&abm
out.of cotton.
y:the time of Christ and Julius Caesar, mﬁno rmm mmﬂ&ovmm in the
iver Valley a culture of so-called Moundbuilders, Indians who
cted thousands of enormous sculptures out of earth, sometimes
shapes of huge humans; birds, or serpents, sometimes as burial
ometimes as fortifications. One of them was 3% miles long,
osing'100 acres. These Moundbuilders seem to have been part of a
plex trading system of ornaments and weapons from as far off as the
- Lakes, the Far. West, and the Gulf of Mexico. :
About A:D. 500, as this Moundbuilder culture of the Ohio <m=m% was
eginning: to mmorbn another culture was Qaﬁw_o?nm westward, in the
y.of the Mississippi; centered on what is now St. Louis. It had an
ced agriculture, included thousands of villages, and also built huge
then mounds as burial 'and. ceremonial places near a vast Indian
omorm that may have had thirty thousand people. The largest
ound was 100 feet high, with a rectangular base larger than that of the
: Pyramid of Egypt. In the city, known as Cahokia, were toolmak-
ide dressers, potters, jewelrymakers, weavers, saltmakers, copper
wvers, and magnificent ceramists. Os.m mnbmnm_ ENEWQ was made of
twelve thousand shell beads..
om - the Adirondacks to - the Qammﬂ bm_ﬁm in what mm now
nnsylvania: and upper New York, lived the most powerful of the
theastern- tribes, the League of the Iroquois, which included the
ohawks - (People of the Flint), Oneidas (People of the. Stone),
ondagas (People of the Mountain), Cayugas (People at the Landing),
Senecas (Great Hill People), thousands Om _umowmo bound together by
ommon: Hp.omﬁoa language. -
“the vision of the Mohawk chief. Hiawatha, the legendary
mwmﬁé_n_mw spoke to the Iroquois: “We bind ourselves together by tak-
ng:-hold of each other’s hands so firmly and forming a circle so strong
if a tree-should fall upon it, it could not shake nor break i it, so that

peopleand mnmbanr;mﬁmb shall remain in the citcle in security, peace
nd-happiness.”




Hn ﬁrm ﬁmmmmm ‘of :the - H_.oeuoa land was owned in common and
worked i ¢ommion: Hunting was. doné together;-and' the catch was
.&SQ& mBosm the :members- of the village. Houses were. considered
_noBBo_H property and were shared by several families: The concept of

g um,nmﬂnw Jesuit priest who encountered. them in. the 1650s wrote: “No
_wooHro=mnm are bmmman_ .among them, because they are neither mendi-
| “caits nor. paupers. .. Their kindness, humanity and courtesy not only
....B&Sm nrmma Eumuﬂ ﬁa& what _&m% have, ?:“ causes  them to ﬁommmmm

: goﬁnn were EGOHSE and-respected in- Hwomﬂoﬂm society. Families
. _.ﬁﬁo_ﬁmﬁ_ﬁmm_..ﬂrmﬁ is, the family line went down through the female
“members; whose husbands joined the family, while sons who married

- “thenjoined: their wives’ families. Each extended family lived in a “long
" héuse:” When a: woman. émﬁ& a n_EoHon, she set her ramvmsm things

» _oﬁmam the door:

- Families were grouped-in n_mum mbm a dozen or more &mbm might
- .Bmw.m up'a'village. The senior women in the village named the men who

n wmowwommﬁ& the clans at S:mma and tribal councils. They also named the

forty-nine chiefs who were the ruling council for the Five Nation con-
federaey of the Iroquois. The women attended clan meetings, stood
‘behind the circle of men who spoke and voted; and-removed the men
from officeif they strayed too far from the wishes of the women. -
/The women tended the crops and took general charge.of village
affairs-'while the men were:always _._E.E.nm or fishing. And since they sup-~
plied the moccasins -and food for warring Qﬁum%nonm they had some
“control over military matters. As Gary B. Nash notes in his fascinating
study of early America, Red, White, and Black: “Thus power was shared
“'between the sexes and the Furopean idea of male dominancy and ferhale
subofdination in all things was conspicuously absent in Troquois society.”
* .+ Children. in Iroqueis society, while taught the cultural heritage of
‘their people and solidarity with the tribe, were also taught to be inde-
.....m_wmbmob.n ‘not to ‘submit to overbearing mdmpoEJN They were taught
‘equality in status and the sharing of possessions. The Troguois did not
‘ube harsh punishment on children; they did not.insist-on eatly weaning
_ ..oH. carly toilet training, but gradually allowed the child to learn self-care.
- All'of this:was in-sharp contrast to European values as brought over
by the first colonists, a society: of rich and poor, controlled by priests, by
. governors, by male heads of families. For example, the pastor of the
-Pilgrim colony, John Robinson, thus advised his parishioners how: to
‘deal with their children: “And surely there is in all children . .. a stub-

- ‘owneiship of land:and homes was mo_.ﬁm.s to the Iroquois. A

“g e —e = mrm——

e T T e oy

nness, and stoutness of mind arising frorn natural pride, which must,
he first place, be broken and beaten dowr; that so the foundation of

r-education being laid in _.EEEQ, and tractableness, other virtues
it their time, be built thereon.”

Qﬁ@ Nash describes Iroquois culture:

‘No laws and ordinances, sheriffs and constables, judges and juries, or courts
or jails——the apparatus of authority in European societies—were to be found
‘in: the northeast woodlands prior to European arrival. Yet boundaries of
_.mnnnwﬁ_&m behavior were firmly set. Though priding themselves on the
“autonomous individual, the Iroquois maintained a strict sense of right and
wrong. . . . He who stole another’s food or acted invalourously in war was
aw.rman_a _u% his people and ostracized from their company until he had
_atoned for his actions and demonstrated to their satisfaction that he had
~morally purified himself.

ot only mrm Iroquois but other Indian tribes behaved the same way.
1635, Maryland Indians responded to the governor’s demand that if
any of them killed an Englishman, the guilty one should be delivered up
moH w:b_mrﬁwﬁ according to English law. The Indians said:

"It is the manner amongst us Indians, that if any such accident happen, wee
..acm redeeme the life of a man that is so slaine, with a 100 armes length of
Beades and since that you are heere strangers, and come into our Countrey,

: %oa should tather conform yourselves to the Customes of our Countrey,
" than jmpose yours upon us. . .

So, Columbus and his successors were not coming into an empty
..sin_mnbmmm but into 2 world which in some places was as densely popu-
ated as Europe itself, where the culture was complex, where human
.,.Ho_mﬂoum were more egalitarian than in Europe, and where the relations
among men, women, children, and nature were more beautifully worked
out than perhaps any place in the world.
.~ They were people without a written language, but with their own
: laws, their poetry, their history kept in memory and passed on, in an oral
vocabulary more complex than Europe’s, accompanied by song, dance,
‘and ceremonial drama. They paid carefal attention to the n_mﬁm_ovambn
of personality, intensity of will, independence and flexibility, passion and
otency, to their partnership with one another and with nature.
~John Collier, an American scholar who lived among Indians in the
'1920s and 1930s in the American Southwest, said of their spirit: “Could




we make it our‘own, there would be 2n eternally inexhaustible earth and
aforever lasting peace.” . ,_ :

- "Pérhaps there is some romantic mythology in that. But the evidence
from European travelers in the mﬂnombﬁr_ seventeenth, and eighteenth
centuries, put together recently by an American specialist on Indian life,
William Brandon, is overwhelmingly supportive of much of that
“miyth.” Even allowing for the imperfection of myths, it is enough to
make us question, for that time and ours, the excuse of progress in the
annihilation of races, and the telling of history from the standpoint of
the conquerors and leaders of Western civilization. L

‘

..I..IN_

DRAWING THE
COLOR LINE

_\mmw American writer, J. Saunders Redding, describes the arrival of a
ip in North America in the year 1619:

:Sails furled, flag drooping at her rounded stern, she rode the tide in from .
_the sea. She was a strange ship, indeed, by all accounts, a frightening ship, a
ship of mystery. Whether she was trader, privateer, or man-of-war no one
knows. Through her bulwarks black-mouthed cannon yawned. The flag she
flew was Dutch; her crew a motley. Her port of call, an English settlement,
amestown, in the colony of Virginia. She came, she traded, and shortly
afterwards was gone. Probably no ship in modern history has carried a more -
@.owﬂounonm freight. Her cargo? Twenty slaves.

“There is not a country in world history in which racism has been
ore important, for so long a time, as the United States. And the prob-
of “the color line,” as W, E. B, Du Bois put it, is still with vs. So it is
ore than a purely historical question to ask: Eow does it start?—and
| gven more urgent question: How might it end? Or, to put it differ-
y: Is it possible for whites and blacks to live together without hatred?
If history can help answer these questions, then the beginnings of
ery in North America—a continent where we can trace the coming
e first whites and the first blacks—might supply at least a few clues.
Some historians think those first blacks in Virginia were considered
rvants, like the white indentured servants brought from Europe.
1t the strong probability is that, even if they were listed as “servants” (a
ore familiar category to the English), they were viewed as being differ-
it from white servants, were treated differently, and in fact were slaves.




